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Lorain City Schools NWEA Test Administration Procedures 
 

 

The state of accountability in K – 12 education has shifted in recent years, moving from a focus on school-level 
accountability to an increased emphasis on accountability for teachers and students. As a result, Lorain City Schools uses 
results from Northwest Evaluation Association™ (NWEA™) Measures of Academic Progress® (MAP Growth®) and MAP 
Growth Grades K-2 assessments for any or all of the following: as a component of the teacher evaluation system; to 
determine whether a student advances to the next grade; as a data measure for differentiation, response to intervention 
and data analysis within the Ohio Improvement Process. With assessments used in increasingly high-stakes ways, 
guidance is needed about how to best protect the integrity of the testing process and the reliability and validity of student 
assessment results.  
 

Lorain City Schools will uphold these procedures for high-stakes purposes and we may refine or redefine these guidelines 
as better information becomes available.  
 

Retesting and/or Early Termination of Test Events 
 
There are a number of situations when it may be appropriate to terminate a student’s test session early and have that 
student retest, or to suggest the retesting of a student after a testing session is complete. If a student gets sick during 
the test, appears to be intentionally trying to finish as quickly as possible, or appears to be simply guessing on the test, 
etcetera, these are all situations where pausing or terminating the test prior to completion would be warranted.  
 

In general, preventing invalid tests is preferable to retesting students after a bad testing experience. Teachers, 
principals, and even students are under significant pressure to perform well on these high-stakes tests, and this pressure 
could result in situations where students are retested simply because their test scores were, for example, one RIT point 
below a cut score, or because student scores were different than what was expected or desired. To avoid this type of 
retesting practice, Lorain City Schools will use the following information to make informed decisions. 
 

Retesting & Early Termination Procedures  
The general principle is that retesting/termination is justified when situations occur that may impact the accuracy of 
test results. Some of the situations that may be considered include: 
• a student becomes ill during the test  
• a student refuses to take or complete the test  
• a student is rushing to complete the test items  
• a student is observed responding without actually reading those items  
• a student shows a “substantial” decline in score between the current and previous testing period (see below) 

 Lorain City Schools defines a substantial decline as a negative gain of 11 or more RIT points. 

 A negative gain of 11 or more RIT points should be applied at every term. For example, a student whose RIT 
score dropped by 11 RIT points from the prior spring term to the fall should be retested just as a student whose 
RIT score dropped by 11 RIT points from fall to spring in the same school year would be retested. 

  

Requesting a Retest: 
 Requests for retesting will be made through the building principal. 

 To add a layer of impartiality, the building principal will contact central administration to request a retest via email 

which includes teacher name, student name, subject area and reason for retesting. 

o Documenting instances of early termination and retesting can be useful for two primary reasons:  

 Because the reason for the termination/retest was documented, this process will protect the 

teacher from accusations of test manipulation in the event that a student’s test performance is 

questioned.  

 It will better assure the integrity of the testing process because there is clear transparency and 

accountability surrounding all retesting decisions. 

 Retesting approvals and/or denials will be communicated in a timely manner.  
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Test Duration  
The number of minutes it takes for a student to complete a test can be an indicator of whether a student gave 
appropriate effort during the testing process. The teacher should be monitoring testing closely and intervening when 
they see students progressing too rapidly through a test. NWEA research indicates that tests completed in less than 10 
minutes are unlikely to return an accurate estimate of student performance. This research also suggests that 
MAP/MPG test sessions that are shorter than 15-20 minutes in duration can be associated with inaccurate estimates 
of performance, though this is not the case for every student who completes a test quickly.  
 

The test duration policy should be enforced at all terms, not just in the spring.  An abnormally short test duration 
generally results in a score that underestimates a student’s actual performance, and that may ultimately impact the 
amount of growth shown by the student. Students with underestimated fall scores are likely to show inflated growth 
in the spring. Those with underestimated spring scores will show deflated growth in the spring.  
 

Thus, to protect the integrity of the testing process and the accuracy of student testing data, Lorain City Schools will 
consider retest requests for students with a test time less than 15 minutes in duration during fall, winter and spring 
test administrations.  

 
Building Assessment Scheduling 
The building assessment plan and schedule should ensure that students have sufficient time to complete MAP/MPG 
assessments in the fall, winter and spring, so that observed student growth is an accurate reflection of the amount of 
learning that occurred between test administrations.  
 

Students should test at a time of day that allows them to perform at a high level. It is recommended that schools do 
not administer tests at times during the day when students have a limited amount of time to complete their tests, or 
when they may have difficulty concentrating on testing (such as right before lunch). Building test schedules should 
reflect sensitivity to the time of day when students test, and should include tests times when the students are going to 
be focused and will not have to rush to complete the test. 
 

Test Proctoring  
The primary responsibility for good testing conditions lies with the proctor. Part of that responsibility includes 
motivating students to do their best, providing testing conditions that are conducive to good performance, and 
actively monitoring testing to prevent problems. Proctoring practices should be reviewed as necessary using NWEA’s 
online resources contained in principal and teacher accounts. 
 

Summary  
The implementation of these recommendations should ensure that student achievement and growth data are as 
accurate as possible so that these data can provide valuable information as we continue to help all students learn. 

 
 


